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Colombia is the world’s largest producer and exporter of goldenberry, or uchuva. This infographic aims to present the main characteristics 
of the value chain, its bottlenecks and opportunities and solutions for the sustainable growth of the sector. 
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Production areas in Colombia

1514 ha 
Area planted (2022)¹

20,430 tons
National production (2022)¹

8,541 tons
Total export (2022)²

Calyx: 
papery husk, green  
to yellow

Mostly consumed 
fresh but suitable 
for processing

Health benefits: 
high content of 
vitamin C and E, 
β-carotene, phenolic 
compounds, minerals 
and fibre

Popular as garnish 
in restaurants, bakery 
products and cocktails

Export destinations:

• 64% The Netherlands
• 15% USA
• 7% Germany
• 6% Others
• 5% Canada
• 3% Belgium

Fruit: 
yellow to orange,  
round, smooth
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Short value chain

•	 Smallholder production:  
1 ha (avg) in open cultivation

•	 Fruits are harvested weekly

•	 High social impact, as grading activities 
are done manually, mostly by women

•	 Labour intensive in the field  
(daily workers) and in packing plants
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Soil health and lack of resistant varieties 
Goldenberry cultivations suffer highly from Fusarium 
oxysporum and Phoma, but no resistant varieties 
are available

Scarce and expensive temporary workforce 
to employ in the field

Labour intensity in grading 
The calyx of every goldenberry is manually opened 
to visually inspect the fruit

Post-harvest fungi incidence 
Botrytis can affect fruits during shipment

Short shelf life 
Importers consider shelf life of goldenberries too 
short (10-14 days)

Organization and structure of the sector 
Farmers tend to cultivate goldenberry for short 
periods and on different plots, making it difficult 
to organize and monitor the sector overtime

Contracts enforcement
Exporters commit to provide producers with starting 
material, agronomic support and co-financing of 
certifications required to export, to buy the whole 
harvest. Producers are often approached by third 
parties that offer them higher prices. This affects 
exporters who then struggle to secure enough product

Soil management and fungi-resistant  
varieties
A combination of improved soil management tech-
niques and identification, and later adoption, of 
Fusarium-resistant varieties can substantially develop 
the sector

Access to finance for smallholders

Research and identify automated grading 
technologies

Prevention against post-harvest fungi 
and technologies for increased shelf life 
starting in the field with soil management and 
harvest techniques, to post-harvest technologies, 
in order to avoid overall economic losses and food 
waste

Organized seed production and distribution 
Establish seeds and variety traceability to better 
monitor the sector, production and productivity 
across the country

Protected agriculture and organic cultivation
Protected agriculture can drastically reduce disease 
and fungi incidence in goldenberry cultivation, 
increasing their efficiency and quality. Organic cul-
tivation can also increase goldenberry’s quality, 
that can then be sold for a premium

POTENTIAL COLLABORATIONS

BOTTLENECKS IDENTIFIED SOLUTIONS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Fore more information on the projects of the Agricultural Department of the Dutch Embassy in Colombia, 
please contact bog-lnv@minbuza.nl.

KNOWLEDGE INSTITUTIONS

knowledge transfer and co-
development of fungi-resistant 
varieties and crop management 
techniques against pests and 
diseases

EXPORTERS

collaboration and strategies 
with producers to secure 
sufficient volumes of export-
quality goldenberries

PRODUCERS 

knowledge transfer and diffu-
sion of improved agricultural 
and post-harvest practices to 
increase profitability, lower 
costs and improve quality of 
their cultivations

IMPORTERS

collaboration to increase 
their active role in securing 
a stable supply of golden-
berries overtime

Study performed by Resilience BV for the Embassy of the Kingdom of the Netherlands in Bogotá. 
For more information, please contact us at susanna@resiliencebv.com.
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